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Read through the following description of the groups that Bill Masen encounters. With which group do you most identify and why?
 University Group
· Main Points
· Norms and values linked to society and not absolute
· If society removed, then the new society needs to rewrite the laws
“The world we knew is gone – finished” (1968:131). Therefore, all “laws we knew have been abolished by circumstances. It now falls to us to make laws suitable to the conditions, and to enforce them if necessary” (1968:134).
Vorless’ argument is simple: norms, values, beliefs and other forms of structure are a result of any given time, and remain bound to that specific time. Furthermore, each group believes in “the moral rightness of its own customs” (1968: 130). Hence, although different societies can believe their system to be right, they cannot be so “in an absolute sense” (1968: 130). The most that can be said about the system is that “they have been at some period “right” for those communities that hold them” (1968: 131).
Therefore, the group’s aim is to “find out what mode of life is best suited to the new. We have not simply to start building again: we have to start thinking again – which is much more difficult, and far more distasteful” (1968: 131).
The fundamental question all members should ask themselves and, in this way the basis of the group’s new set of norms, is “Is this going to help our race survive – or will it hinder us?” (1968: 132).

Coker’s Original Group
Main Points
· Short-termist. Help will come, but short term survival is needed “somebody’s got to come” (1968: 146)
· Sighted more powerful, so can use blind in a mutually beneficial relationship “you do right by them, and they’ll do right by you” (1968: 149)

The Tynsham Group
Main Points
· God’s Law prevails.  We should “pay full heed to the warning God had given, and turn at once to His teaching” (1968: 191).
· God should still be worshipped for “preserving us in the midst of such disaster” (1968: 186)
· Man not superior to God. According to Durrant, the University group saw themselves as “superior to both the laws of God and civilized custom” (1968: 188)
· The University Group’s will lead to moral breakdown
“We have no place here for people of loose views. Decadence, immorality and lack of faith were responsible for most of the world’s ills. It is the duty of those of us who have been spared to see that we build a society where that does not happen again. The cynical and the clever will find they are not wanted here, not matter what brilliant theories they may put forward to disguise their licentiousness and their materialism.” (1968: 188)

The Charcot Old House group
Main Points:
· No real ideology, but survival is their main aim
· Pragmatic response to the blinding
· Shows how small groups can work together

The Shirning Farm Group 
Main Points:
· Return to “familial” relations with Bill as the head of the household
· Normalise family life and life with the Triffids

The two island communities 
Main Points:
· Established some form of community on the Isle of Wight
· Finds stragglers and gives them a chance to join the community
· A six-month “trial” after which there is a hearing with the individual and council to see if the individual will stay or leave.

The Emergency Council 
Main Points:
· Council forcibly takes land and the blind
· Blinded “inferior” people: It’s up to them to do what we tell them, take what we give them, and be thankful for whatever they get” (1968: 296).
· The world is a series of hostile threats, so need to become dominant power to secure safety.
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